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Old Testament Story:  
God’s Promise Brings New Life

long ago there lived an old, old man and an old, old woman. they’d shared a good 
long life together, but they also shared one great sadness: they never had a baby. 
although they’d prayed, it never happened. now they were old enough to be grandpar-
ents, but they knew grandparents don’t usually have babies.

one day when the old man, abram, was quiet—listening for god—god spoke to him 
and said, “go! leave your country, your relatives and your home. i promise to lead you 
somewhere new.”

so abram, sarai and their nephew, lot, set off, wondering where they were headed. 
after many days of traveling they arrived in canaan, where god spoke again to abram. 
“this is the land i plan to give to you and to all your children and grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren and...”

abram and sarai looked at each other. what a strange promise. how could they have 
great-great-grandchildren when they didn’t have even one baby? but god can do 
anything.

before long, sarai was pregnant. no one could believe it. nine months later she had 
a baby boy. Just as god had promised—in that new land, in their old age—sarai and 
abram became a mother and father!

their baby boy, isaac, had children and those children had children, just as god had 
promised. the family of abram and sarai grew to include millions and millions of 
people. all the Jewish people in the world are members of that family—god’s children—
and so are you and i.


