
I am the light.

The Gospel of John reveals to us a God who is 
love. This love is at once transcendent, beyond 
all our imagining, and immanent, present and 
tangible in the world around us. We encounter this 
mysterious paradox from the very first words of 
the Gospel, where we read that “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God….And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us.” This is John’s Revelation: The 
Word that is God comes down and takes on our 
humanity. The Greek term John uses, logos, has a 
much broader definition than our English “word.” 
It means a dynamic energy, the animating force. 
What becomes clear, as we come to know and 
understand Jesus through John’s writings, is that 
the energy and force of God is love. Love is God 
active in the world: Love is God made flesh and 
dwelling among us.

Throughout his life and ministry, Jesus embodies 
this active principle of love in the way he interacts 
with his friends and with strangers. We learn that 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends.” Jesus demonstrates 
this radical love by offering his life for others on 
the cross.

But John’s Gospel does not end with Jesus’ 
death: It goes on to narrate his resurrection and 
the appearances he made to his followers. The 
fascinating thing about these sightings of the 
Risen Jesus is that the disciples do not recognize 
him at first. Jesus evidently no longer bears the 
same face his friends knew him to have in life. It is 
only when he speaks their name in love, or shows 
them his hands and his side, or summons them 
from the shore, that they recognize the Lord. The 
face of God, the face of love, in our lives is always 
changing. God will come to us in many different 
guises. Open your eyes today and wonder, “Where 
is God speaking my name in love, showing himself 
to me, summoning me to follow?” 

How will God be revealed to you today?

Revelation

Watch the video Write your answerwww.SSJE.org/lovelife

ORIGIN Middle English: from Old French, or from late 
Latin revelatio(n-), from revelare ‘lay bare’
The divine or supernatural disclosure to humans of 
something relating to human existence or the world.

As you pray, allow the light that is all 
around you to be a constant reminder 
of the presence of God: always at hand, 
illuminating our world. Look for ways to 
embrace the light within you.

“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.”  
(John 8:12)
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Revelation 1: Love
What do you understand about who God is?

Revelation 2: Relationship
How could you be playful in showing love 
to others today?

Revelation 5: Vision

Where was God for you today?
Revelation 4: Remember

What does God especially cherish about you?

Revelation 3: Acceptance
What is your reminder that you are loved?

Revelation
I think we can trust the one who said, 

“You will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” We can trust him to reveal 
his truth to us not in a bolt of lightning, 

but in the warp and woof of life.

	 – Br. Robert L’Esperance
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